2009 - To Bless Creator

Osyio and Happy New Year!   We pray this finds you well and prospering even as your soul prospers!   Wishing readers’ good health at the beginning of a letter was a common practice in ancient times, however, as with the Apostle John, our prayer is sincere and not a matter of social traditions. 
The world does not wish these things for us.  It tells of a bad economy and not much hope in sight.  Followers of the Jesus way know that the bad reports from the news media do not apply to us.  We walk on a different path, which means we live on a different economic system!   What better time to remind ourselves what 3 John vs. 2 teaches:
“Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers.”  3 John 2
In this verse we find the Apostle John praying for the physical, the material, and the spiritual well-being of others.  This provides a model of intercession that all believers can pray over each other!
This one little verse gives us wonderful insight into the heart of our Creator (the one who inspired this).  God wants us well!  He wants us to prosper! And he wants our souls to prosper!  Three things necessary for the comforts of life, we as believers are authorized to pray for and receive from our Great Father.   
We ask and receive these blessings of prosperity not for our selfish accumulations, but instead to be able to turn and bless others.  To quote Pastor George Pearsons of Eagle Mountain International Church: “Our motivation for accumulation is distribution!”   
Giving back is the way of First Nations people.  And in ancient times, our fathers were commanded to give back to the community that helped them to prosper.  Be it either in healing, relationships or wealth.  Works of the this nature served to build and maintain relationships.
Following the Jesus way is following the path of our fathers.   This is not a coincidence!  We serve an awesome God.  A good God that wants to bless us and not hurt us for our mistakes (see John 10:10).   

Isn’t it time we have a desire to want to bless Him back?   Is this not the Native way?  To bless the one that has blessed us?  How do we bless Him?
Oswald Chambers once wrote: 

"The most important aspect of Christianity is not the work we do, but the relationship we maintain and the surrounding influence and qualities produced by that relationship… Let's bless Jesus Christ in the coming year by surrendering our lives fully to Him and acknowledging that the most important time of every day is the time we spend with Him." 
"O bless our God, ye people, and make the voice of his praise to be heard:" (Psalm 66:8).
Psalm 66:1-2 "....Make a joyful noise unto God, all ye lands:  Sing forth the honour of his name: make his praise glorious. Vs. 4  All the earth shall worship thee, and shall sing unto thee; they shall sing to thy name. Selah.  
Psalm 103:  A Psalm of David. Bless the Lord, O my soul; And all that is within me, bless His holy name! 2 Bless the Lord, O my soul…. 

 Let us bless Him with praise, worship and with our souls and all that is within us!   Aho!
